Jan. 22, 2003

Dear Praying Friends,

Thank you for your fervent prayers for my ministries in India.  From November 26, 2002 to January 13, 2003, I have been in India and have preached 22 sermons in different churches among five denominations. Furthermore, I had the privilege to address the students and public on three occasions as the Chief Guest and as the Special Guest in an annual prize distribution function.

The Lord was with me, and I felt His presence in every meeting.  There were many responses. The Lord restored me spiritually and physically. Praise the Lord!
Coming from Imphal, Manipur, I reached Bangalore City on January 17 was united with my mother-in-law and sisters-in-law in good health. While staying with my in-laws, I have been looking for a house to rent for my office and ministries. As I have shared with you before, only 10% of Bangalore City is Christians out of a population of 5 million. Recently, the anti-conversion law was passed by the State Assembly in Tamil Nadu. Although the law was not officially enforced in Bangalore, Karnataka State, the Hindus religious extremists consider the law as established and are more alert in the city.  Especially these days!  Some incidents related to the anti-conversion law happened in Bangalore City and Kerala State in South India. 

(To help you better understand the political and religious situation in Karnataka, I have included excerpts below this letter of yesterday and today’s newspaper from “The Times of India, Bangalore.”) 
Due to the increase tension among the Christians in India by the Hindu extremists, please continue to remember the Christians in your daily prayers for God to protect them. Also, please uphold me in your prayers for my preaching at the Gospel Camp crusades among the Zomi Christian Fellowship in Singapore from February 1-3, 2003. Then, God willing, I will return to Bangalore to fulfill the ministries God has called me to. 

Thank you for your continued obedience in prayers and financial support! May God continue to bless you in your daily life!

In His Service,

Pumza Tombing

Bangalore, India

The Times of India, Monday, January 20, 2003 (front page)

Conversion bid sparks tension in Mysore: 

Tension prevailed near the Devaraja police station on Sunday(1/19) over alleged conversion bid resulting in the arrest of Ramdas, BJP MLA, and other BJP and VHP activists.

     The police took four others into custody for attacking two persons involved in the alleged conversion. Trouble began after the VHP activists accused Vincent Kumar and others of indulging in conversion activities at Indira Bravan, in front of

the Devaraja police station.

     The activists claimed evidence in the form of video cassettes and other material, the police took their leader into custody based on complaint filed by Vincent Kumar, who said he and others were attacked by VHP activists. Soon the BJP and VHP leaders descended on the scene seeking action against those indulging in conversions.

     Accusing the police on manipulation due to the pressure from a minister in the state government, they sought the release of the four detained by the police. They charged the missionaries with making disparaging remarks against the Hindu gods. Fifteen girls, who were participating in the religious activities and who were subsequently locked up inside

the hotel room by the BJP and VHP activists, were escorted outside under heavy police security.

     The protesters damaged a car in the vicinity and tried to prevent the policemen from producing detainee before the court. This forced the police to take more

than 20 protesters into custody. They were released later. While being arrested, Ramdas alleged that a minister in the Karnataka government was pressuring the police not to take action against missionaries. Deputy Commissioner of police B.A. Poonacha told reporters that based on the complaint from Vincent Kumar, Anand Pai, Mithun Rai and shankar _ had arrested trespass and assault.

     He said they have also registered a counter-complaint by Prem Kumar, who has been named the prime accused. He said after a detailed interrogation, if the charges of conversion are proved right, the police will take action. After the release of the BJP and VHP activists, led by Ramdas, filed another complaint seeking the arrest of Vincent and

others on grounds that they were indulging in forcible conversion. Ramadas told 멦he Times of India?that if the police fail to arrest the accused, they will launch a protest. The police have beefed up security in the city following the incident.

The Times of India (Bangalore edition) January 21, 2003.

Missionary from U.S. told to leave.

Thuruvananthapuram:(Kerala) American missionary Joseph W. Cooper, who was attacked by suspected RSS men last week, has been asked to leave the country within seven days for violating visa rules. He have served orders to Cooper to leave the country within seven days for preaching while on tourist visa thereby violating

rules.?said district superintendent of police (rural)

T.K. Vinodkumar.

     A special branch probe found that Cooper had violated a 1965 Central order, restricting foreign citizens visiting India on tourist visas from

preaching.

